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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents 

and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

This statement is filed to satisfy applicants' duty of candor pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 
and 1.98. Copies of citations are submitted along with a copy of PTO Form 1449. As per 37 CFR 
1.97(b)(3), consideration of an IDS is believed to be proper at this time because it appears that a first 
Office Action has not yet been mailed. Accordingly, no fees are due, nor is a Petition required. 
Submission of cited references is not to be construed as an admission that any particular reference is 
relevant nor is it to be construed as an admission that any particular reference is prior art. 

Respectfully Submitted, 



<zrrat.Ti:^i:<z:^TE of mailing 

1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 

Express Mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington , D.C 20231 



Date: June 12, 2Q01 
By: MarvNagle 
Signature: 



Jagle \ jt 



steven R. Bartholomew 
Reg. No. 34,771 
Hopgood, Calimafde, 
Judlowe & Mondolino, LLP 
60 East 42nd Street 
41 st Floor 

New York, NY 10165 
212 551-5000 
fax 212 949-2795 

June 12, 2001 



Express Mail Label No.: EW67163253US 




J^fr Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box — ^ [ + | 




PTO/SB/21 (12-97) 
Approved for use through 9/30/00. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
valid OMB control number. 
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(to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 
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Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/802,026 



March 8, 2001 



Robert Champion 



2161 



To Be Assigned 



1912-001 



□ 
□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 
Fee Attached 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



□ 

Amendment / Response 

| | After Final 

[ | Affidavits/declaration(s) 

Extension of Time Request 

Express Abandonment Request 

Information Disclosure Statemenl 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Response to Missing 
Parts under 37 CFR 
1.52 or 1.53 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



□ Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 

| | Drawing(s) 

| | Licensing-related Papers 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Petition Routing Slip (PTO/SB/69) 
and Accompanying Petition 

To Convert a 
Provisional Application 

Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Small Entity Statement 

Request for Refund 



Remarks 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
0 



After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 
Appeal Communication to Group 

(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Informaj 
Status Letter 




Additional Enclosure(s) 
(please identify below): 



\ 



Cited 

References.Completed 
PTO/SB/08A (2 Sheets), 
and Return Receipt 
Postcard. 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Signature 



Date 




Steven R. Bartholomew, Esq. 



Registration No. 34,771 



June 12, 2001 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service a s fast class mail in an 



envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on this date: June 12, 2001 



Typed or printed name 



Signature 



Mary Nagle 



Date 



June 12, 2001 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be send to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and 
Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 
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PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31/99. OMB 0651-0031 

... m Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

£ Unde rjhe Paperwork Reduction Act of 199S, no person s are requ ired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.^ 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



# INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



1 



of 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/802,026 



March 8, 2001 



Robert R. Champion 
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TBA 



1912-001 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


kl . Kind Code* 
Number , K 
[if known) 






6,154,732 




Tarbox 


11/28/2000 








fi fifiR fiftS 

U,UOO,UOJ 




Kiron et al 


07/11/2000 








6,064,986 




Edelman 


05/16/2000 








6,061,661 




Hagan 


05/09/2000 








5,875,437 




Atkins 


02/23/1999 








5,852,811 




Atkins 


12/22/1998 








5,809,484 




Mottola et al. 


09/15/1998 








5,806,048 




Kiron et a I 


09/08/1998 








5,784,696 




Melnikoff 


07/21/1998 








5,774,881 




Friend et al 


06/30/1998 








5,644,727 




Atkins 


07/01/1997 








5,220,500 




Baird et al. 


06/15/1993 








5,126,936 




Champion etal 


06/30/1992 








4,953,085 




Atkins 


08/28/1990 








4,903,201 




Wagner 


02/20/1990 








4,597,046 




Musmanno et al 


06/24/1986 








4,376,978 




Musmanno 


03/15/1983 








4,346,442 




Musmanno 


08/24/1982 








3,697,693 




Deschenes et al 


10/10/1972 



















9v 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No, 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Fiaures Appear 




Kind Code 5 

Office 3 Number 4 {if known) 
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Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 




Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 
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□ 



PTO/SB/08B (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31/99. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Und er the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no per sons are required to respond to a collecti on of information unle ss it contains a valid OMB con trol number. 



+ 



Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 
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(use as many sheets as necessary) 
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Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/802.026 



March 8. 2001 



Robert R. Champion 
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To Be Assigned 



1912-001 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials' 



Cite 
No. 1 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 



Morningstar.com - Exchange-Traded Funds: What you Should Know (available from the Internet at 
/http://news.mornin...com/doc/article/0,1, 3503.00.htm) by CHRISTOPHER J. TRAULSEN; 08/24/00. 



Morningstar.com-Exchange-Traded Funds: Making Sense of the New Zoo (available from the Internet at 
http://momingstar.netscape.eom/doc/article/0, 1, 3838.00.htm); by CHRISTOPHER J. TRAULSEN; 10/25/00. 



Indexing Basics -(available from the Internet at/http://www.indexfundsonline.com/basic.htm). 



Moringstar.com-Exchange-Traded Funds: Are They Right for You? (available from the Internet at 
http://news.mornin...com/doc/article/0,1 t 3558,00.htm) by CHRISTOPHER J. TRAULSEN; 10/25/00. 





Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



